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Tel: 07434/31 08, fax: 07434/31 05, e-mail; strumyani_oba@abv.bg

To: Mr. Yulian Mishev, Interim Mayor of Municipality of Simitli and Contact person for the
project (PB1)

Dear Partner,

In connection with implementation of activities within WP3 under project with acronym River
PLUS, in which Municipality of Strumyani is acting as PB2, we would like to inform you for
upcoming event “Seminar for touristic guides and professionals”. Main objective of the seminar
is: improving their capacities on the sustainable exploitation of cultural and natural resources
and the promotion of the common identity of the area. In accordance with approved project,
participation in event should take touristic guides and professionals from Bulgaria and Greece,
the seminar will be with duration of 20 hours (3 days).

The seminar will take place on 21-23 of July 2022 in Town of Sandanski, Bulgaria.

We would like to invite participants from Municipality of Simitli. In connection with necessity of
rent of hall, food, coffee breaks, materials and etc., please send us a list with the name and

position of people who would be able to take part in the upcoming event, not later than
15.07.2022.

We will send you Official Agenda and more information about the seminar right after the list of
participants is finalized.

Thank you in advance for) youy responses and do not hesitate to contact us if you have any
questions!

Kind Regards,

Emil lliev

Mayor of Municipality of Strumyani
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To: Gousiou Katerina, Contact person for the project for Municipality of Irakleia (PB3)
Konstantinidou Eythimia, Contact person for the project for Municipality of Sidiki (PB4)

Anastasiadis Aristoklis, Contact person for the project for Municipality of Emmanouil Pappa
(PB5)

loannis Kalogeroudis, Contact person for the project for Serres Development Agency S.A.
(PB6)

Dear Partners,

In connection with implementation of activities within WP3 under project with acronym River
PLUS, in which Municipality of Strumyani is acting as PB2, we would like to inform you for
upcoming event “Seminar for touristic guides and professionals”. Main objective of the seminar
is: improving their capacities on the sustainable exploitation of cultural and natural resources
and the promotion of the common identity of the area. In accordance with approved project,
participation in event should take touristic guides and professionals from Bulgaria and Greece,
the seminar will be with duration of 20 hours (3 days).

The seminar will take place on 21-23 of July 2022 in Town of Sandanski, Bulgaria.

We would like to invite participants from each project partner from Greece and Bulgaria. In
connection with necessity of organization of transport, accommodation and etc., please send us

a list with the name and position of people who would be able to take part in the upcoming
event, not later than 15.07.2022.

We will send you Official Agenda and more information about the seminar right after the list of
participants is finalized.

Thank you in advance for your responses and do not hesitate to contact us if you have any
gquestions!

Kind Regards,

Emil lliev

Mayor of Municipality of Strumyani



of the Seminar for touristic guides and professionals
project “STRYMONAS COOPERATION CORRIDOR”, project acronym:

River PLUS

Place of the event: Conference hall at Hotel “Spartak”, Sandanski Town

Date:

21" of July 2022

10:30 - 11:00

Welcoming the participants and
registration and Coffee break

11:00 - 11:30

Official opening and introduction
of the participants

11:30 - 12:30

Short presentation of the project:
Partners
Objectives of the project
Target groups of the project
Activities
Expecting results

12:30 - 14:00

Lunch and free time

14:00 - 16:00

Lecture on theme: Potential for
tourism development in the CB
area Greece-Bulgaria - natural,
historical, arhcitechural and other
tourism resources

16:00 - 16:30

Q&A session

16:30 - 16:45 Coffee break

16:45 - 18:00 Lecture on theme: Branding on
tourism  destinations - good
practices

18:00 - 18:30 Q&A session

18:30 - 19:30 Dinner

Date: 22 of July 2022

08:30 - 9:30 Breakfast




9:30 - 9:45 Welcoming the participants and
registration

9:45 - 12:00 Lecture on theme: Tourism routes -
integrated development of
alternative types of tourism - part
1

12:00 - 12:30 Q&A session

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch and free time

14:00 - 16:00

Lecture on theme: Tourism routes -
integrated development of
alternative types of tourism - part
2

16:00 - 16:30 Q&A session
16:30 - 16:45 Coffee break
16:45 - 18:00 Free discussion - exhange of

experience in tourism development

18:00 - 19:00 Dinner

Date: 23t of July 2022

08:30 -9:30 Breakfast

9:30 - 9:45 Welcoming the participants and
registration

9:45 - 12:00 Lecture on theme: Main obstacles

for the development of sustainable
tourism in the CB area Bulgaria-
Greece

12:00 - 12:30

Q&A session

12:30 - 13:00

Official closing of the seminar and
Coffee break

Lecturers:

Georgi Kunchev

Miroslava Kostadinova

Yordanka Stamenova,

Moderator:

Ivo Chakarov



1IHILCTTITICY
Greece-Bulgaria

European Regional Development Fund

Seminar or Tourist Guides and Professionals under the project “STRYMONAS
COOPERATION CORRIDOR” with acronym “River PLUS”

MINUTES

In the period 21.07.2022 - 23.07.2022 was held a Seminar for Tourist Guides and Professionals
under the project “STRYMONAS COOPERATION CORRIDOR” with MIS code 5052243,
funded by Sybsidy Contract No. B2.6¢.20/29.11.2019 under the Cross-border Cooperation
Programme INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020, Priority Axis: “Sustainable and
Climate Adaptable Cross-border Area”. The event took place in the conference hall of Hotel
Spartak, town of Blagoevgrad. The main objective of the training/seminar was to increase the
capacity for sustainable use of cultural and natural resources and to promote the common
identity of the cross-border region in the municipalities of Simitli and Strumyani in Bulgaria
and Iraklia, Sintiki, Emmanuel Papa and Serres in Greece.

The seminar was organized by the Municipality of Strumyani - Beneficiary No. 2 of the project,
which is implemented in partnership between the Municipality of Simitli, Bulgaria (Lead
Beneficiary), the Municipality of Iraklia, Greece (Beneficiary No. 3), the Municipality of
Sintiki, Greece (Beneficiary No. 4), the Municipality of Emmanouil Pappa, Greece (Beneficiary
No. 5) and the Serres Development Agency, Greece (Beneficiary No. 6).

Tourism professionals participated in the seminar. Among the topics of the lectures that were
delivered to the participants were:

- Potential for tourism development in the cross-border area Greece - Bulgaria - natural,
historical, architectural and other tourist resources

- Branding of tourist destinations - good practices

- Tourist routes - integrated development of alternative forms of tourism

- Major obstacles to the development of sustainable tourism in the region

The participants in the event took an active part in the discussions with the lecturers on the
various topics, exchanging experience and knowledge in the field of tourism, driven by the
common desire to turn the cross-border area Greece - Bulgaria into a modern and recognizable
tourist destination.

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020
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llpoekm: "Kopuaop 3a CbTPyAHUYECTBO

Ctpyma", c akpoHum "River PLUS™
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Boodeuw; 6eHepuyueHm: O6wmHa CuMuTnu

beHepuyuenmu:. O6wmHa EmaHyun MNMana,
OowwmHa Upaknua, ObwmHa Cnankun, OowmHa
CtpymsaHu, AreHuums 3a passutue Ha Cepec
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Llen: NoBuwaBaHe Ha TypucTnyeckarta
npuBneKaTesiIHOCT Ha panuoHa 4pe3

TPaHCrpPaHU4YHO CbTPYAHMYECTBO 3a Ona3BaHe
M nonynsipM3npaHe Ha MECTHOTO NPUPOLAHO U
KyNnTYPHO HacneacTBO U pecypcu
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brodxem: 1.011.737,58 €

lMpuHoc om E®PP: 859.976,94 €
HauyuoHasneH npuHoc: 151.760,64 €
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PanoHBbT, B KOUTO ce peanu3npa npoeKkTbT, ce
Xapakrepusupa c 6orato KynTypHO U NpUpoaHoO
Hacneactso. O6wmHuTe Cumntnu n CTpymsiHm B
bbunrapua n Upaknua, Cuutukm u Emanyun lNana B

bpunda, Hamupallm ce No NopevYneTo Ha peka
CTpyma, umaTt rosieMuv Teputopuu, npuHagnexawum
KbM 30HM oT HaTtypa 2000 n gpyru 3awinteHun
TeputTopum.
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B cbLwoTO Bpeme Te npuHagnexar Kbm cnabo
pa3BUTUTE CEJICKU U oTaarieyeHn pamoHu n nmart

OrnaronpusTHU ycrnoBusa 3a pa3BUTUE Ha
eKOTYpU3bM, TeMaTU4YeH TYPU3bM U NoTeHuuan 3a
pa3BUTHE HA TPAHCIPAHNYHO CbTPYAHNYECTBO.
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[MpunuknTe B npupoagarta u coumanHara cpega Ha

napTHbLOpPUTe agpecupar odoLwm npobnemm,
BbNPOCU, NpeausBmKaTesicTBa U Bb3MOXHOCTM,

KaTo ce (poKycupaT BbLPXY ona3BaHeToO,
yrnpaBneHneTo U eKcnrnoartaumsaTa Ha NnpUupoaHn U

KYNTYPHU pecypcu n MeCTHu TPpaauLuMOHHU
NEeNHOCTM.
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CobLlecTByBa CUJTHA HyXAa OT nogobpsaBaHe Ha
CbCTOSSHMETO Ha ona3BaHe U yBennyaBaHe Ha

KanauuTeTa Ha KyNTYpPHUTE N NPUPOAHN 0OEeKTH,
N3NON3BaHN 3a TYPUCTUYECKMN LEenu.
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OOwaTa uen Ha NpoeKTa e Aa ce NoOBULUN
TYpUcCTU4YecKaTa npuBrieKaTeNTHOCT Ha pauoHa

Yype3 TPaHCHALMOHANHO CbTPYAHMNYECTBO 3a
ona3BaHe U HacbpyaBaHe HA MECTHOTO NPUPOAHO
N KyNTYPHO HacreacTBo.
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[loaxoAbLT Ha NpoeKTa ce (poKycupa OCHOBHO
BbpPXY Tpu npobnema.

[TbpBaTa YacT OT NpoeKTa ce OoTHacH Ao
HeobxoaMmMocCTTa OT MH(PpPACTPYKTypa 3a
nogoobpsiBaHe Ha CbLCTOSAHMETO U 3a ona3BaHe U
nonynsgpusnpaHe Ha KynTypHUTe U NPpUpoaHun
00eKTU N 0enHOCTN B panoHa.
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[MpoeKkTHLT BKMKOYBaA n3rpaxaaHe Ha 30Ha 3a oTAUX,
AEUHOCTU 3a yBeriuyaBaHe Ha KanauuTteTa 3a

HAaCTaHABAHE HAa TYPUCTU, CBOPBXEHUNA 3a

NPUKIKYEHCKN CNOPT, MHPOPMALMOHHU LLEHTPOBE
N My3€eU 3a MeCTHU TpaaULUNOHHUN OEUHOCTMU.
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BTopuAT YacT OoT NpoeKTa e Ta3n, KOATO ce
3aHMMaBa C HOBM NOAXOAU U UHCTPYMEHTHU C
TPaHCrpaHU4yeH XapaKkTtep 3a pavoHa U npaBu siICEH
TpaHCHaLUOHANMHUA NPUOPUTET, KOUTO Ce OTHaCH

A0 nogodopsBaHeToO Ha odLWa TypucTuyecka
MOEHTUYHOCT Ype3 NpoyvyBaHMUA, CeMMUHApPW 3a
AbpPXXaBHU CRYXUTeNn, npodeCUuoHanncTn m
MECTHM XOpa, a CbLO Taka U TEMAaTUYHMU
PadoOTUINHULUM 3a MHOBaTUBHU TYPUCTUYECKMU

3HaAHWUAL.
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TpeTaTa 4acT OT NPOeKTa ChLLUO € OT CbLLUEeCTBEHO
3Ha4YeHue n ce CbCTOM OT pa3BUTUE Ha Mpexa 3a

npocdecUoHanucTn U 3aMHTepPecoBaHn CTPaHU OT
panoHa Ype3 oOMeH Ha HOoy-xay n Hau-poopwu

NPaKTUKU, KaKTO N OOLLM TYPUCTUYECKN OU3HeC
eKcneguuum.
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MpoekTbT e cbhpuHaHcupaH ot EBponenckua dooHa 3a permoHasniHo pa3BuTUe U OT HaLMOHaNHUTe
¢oHaOBe Ha cTpaHUTe, yyacTBawm B lNporpamara 3a cbTpyaHuyecTtso UHTepper V-A “INbpumna-bunrapus

2014-2020”

CbAbpXXaHUETO Ha TO3M MmaTepuarn e U3usano oTroBOpHOCT Ha O6wuHa CTPYMAHU M MO HUKaAKbB Ha4YUH He
MOXe Aa ce cuYuTa, Ye oTpassiBa rnegHUTe TOYKUM Ha EBponenckus cbio3, yyacTBaLLUUTe CTPaHMU,
YnpasnaBawms opraH u CbBMeCTHUA TEXHUYECKU CeKpeTapuar.
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Project: "STRYMONAS COOPERATION

CORRIDOR", with acronym "River PLUS"
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Lead Beneficiary: Municipality of Simitli

Beneficiaries: Municipality of Emmanouil Pappa

Municipality of Iraklela
Municipality of Sidiki

Municipality of Strumyani

Serres Development Agency - S.A.
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Overall objective: Enhance touristic
attractiveness of the area through the
transnational cooperation for the protection
and promotion of local natural and cultural
heritage and resources.
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Budget: 1.011.737,58 €

ERDF Contribution: 859.976,94 €
National Contribution: 151.760,64 €
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The project area is characterized by rich
cultural and natural heritage. Municipalities of
Simitli and Strumyani in Bulgaria and lraklia,

Sintiki and Emmanuel Pappa in Greece, run
by Struma or Strymonas river, have large
areas belonging to Natura 2000 sites and
other protected areas.




Interreg 2

Greece-Bulgaria
River PLUS

Furthermore, belong to low-developed rural and
remote areas and bear favorable conditions for the

development of eco-tourism, thematic tourism and
potential for development of cross border
cooperation.
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The similarities in the nature and social environment
of the partners address common problems, issues,
challenges and opportunities focusing to the

protection, management and exploitation of natural
and cultural resources and local traditional
activities. There is a strong need for improvement of
the preservation status and increasing the carrying
capacity of cultural and natural sites used for tourist
purposes.
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The overall objective of the project is to enhance
touristic attractiveness of the area through the
transnational cooperation for the protection and

promotion of local natural and cultural heritage and
resources.
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The project’s approach is focusing mainly in three
Issues. The first refers to the need for

Infrastructures for improving the preservation status
and promoting of the cultural and natural sites and
activities of the area.
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The project includes the implementation of
works at a recreation area, works for

Increasing thematic tourists hosting capacity,
adventure sports facilities, information
centers and a museum for local traditional
activities.
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The second, which is that one that is addressing
new approaches and tools with cross border
character for the area and makes apparent the

transnational approach, refers to the enhancement
of a common touristic identity through studies,
seminars for public servants, professionals and
local people and thematic workshops on innovative
touristic knowledge.
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The third part of the project is also essential
for ensuring the cross border character of the
project and giving an added value In its

actions. It consists of the development of a
network for the professionals and
stakeholders of the area through know-how
and best practices exchange and common
touristic business expeditions.
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The expected results include a better preservation status and
increased attractiveness of area’s natural and cultural assets
for local and international visitors, increased tourist traffic
and improved capacities of local authorities and actors to

sustainably use area’s natural and cultural resources,
through the improved infrastructures, the training of
personnel and the knowhow and best practices exchange.
The above results will contribute in improved, in the long
term, living standards and environmental conditions through
a better use of natural resources and improved employment
opportunities in environmental and touristic services.
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The Project is co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund and by national funds of the
countries participating in the Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” Cooperation Programme.

The contents of this material are sole responsibility of Municipality of Strumyani and can in no way be
taken to reflect the views of the European Union, the participating countries the Managing Authority and
the Joint Secretariat”.




Pictures from Seminar or Tourist Guides and Professionals under the project
“STRYMONAS COOPERATION CORRIDOR?” with acronym “River PLUS”
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Promotional materials distributed among participants in Seminar or Tourist Guides and
Professionals under the project “STRYMONAS COOPERATION CORRIDOR” with

acronym “River PLUS”
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Seminar or Tourist Guides and Professionals under the project “STRYMONAS
COOPERATION CORRIDOR?” with acronym “River PLUS”

TRAINING MATERIALS AND LECTURES

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020
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Potential for tourism development in the CB area Greece-Bulgaria — natural, historical,
arhcitechural and other tourism resources - Unlocking the Tourism Potential in the
Cross-Border Area of Greece and Bulgaria: A Comprehensive Exploration of Natural,
Historical, Architectural, and Other Tourist Resources

Introduction: The cross-border area of Greece and Bulgaria, encompassing the municipalities
of Simitli and Strumyani in Bulgaria and Iraklia, Sintiki, Emmanuel Papa, and Serres in Greece,
i a treasure trove of diverse and untapped tourism potential. This training material aims to
delve into the rich natural, historical, architectural, and other tourist resources that make this
region a unique and promising destination. By understanding and harnessing these resources,
tourism professionals can contribute to the sustainable development of the area and foster a
shared identity among its communities.

Topic 1: Natural Attractions
1.1 Diverse Landscapes:

o Explore the region's diverse natural landscapes, including mountains, valleys, and water
bodies.

« Highlight the unique flora and fauna, emphasizing biodiversity as a key attraction.

o Discuss the potential for eco-tourism, hiking, bird-watching, and other nature-based
activities.

1.2 Protected Areas and Reserves:
« ldentify and showcase protected areas and nature reserves in both countries.
« Discuss the importance of conservation efforts and sustainable tourism practices.

e Encourage the creation of guided tours and educational programs focused on
environmental awareness.

Topic 2: Historical and Cultural Heritage
2.1 Ancient Sites and Ruins:

« Delve into the rich historical tapestry of the region, featuring ancient Greek and Roman
ruins.

« Highlight archaeological sites and their significance in shaping the cultural identity of
the area.

o Discuss the potential for guided tours, historical reenactments, and cultural festivals.
2.2 Traditional Villages and Customs:

o Showcase the charm of traditional villages, preserving local architecture and customs.

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020



1IHILCTTITICY
Greece-Bulgaria

European Regional Development Fund

o Emphasize the authenticity of local experiences, including folk music, dance, and
artisanal crafts.

o Encourage the development of cultural routes that connect key heritage sites.
Topic 3: Architectural Marvels
3.1 Byzantine and Ottoman Influences:

o Explore the architectural legacy left by Byzantine and Ottoman civilizations.

« Highlight mosques, churches, and other historical structures that reflect the region's
diverse cultural history.

« Discuss restoration projects and initiatives aimed at preserving architectural heritage.
3.2 Contemporary Architectural Wonders:

o Identify and promote contemporary architectural achievements that contribute to the
area's modern appeal.

« Discuss the integration of modern design with traditional elements to create a unique
aesthetic.

Topic 4: Other Tourist Resources
4.1 Gastronomy and Culinary Tourism:
« Explore the rich culinary traditions of both CB area of Greece and Bulgaria.
o Showcase local specialties and traditional dishes, promoting gastronomic tourism.

o Discuss the potential for culinary festivals, cooking classes, and farm-to-table
experiences.

4.2 Cultural Events and Festivals:
« Highlight existing cultural events and festivals that celebrate the region's identity.
e Encourage the creation of new events to attract visitors throughout the year.

Conclusion: By tapping into the diverse natural, historical, architectural, and cultural resources
of the cross-border area between Greece and Bulgaria, tourism professionals have the
opportunity to shape a sustainable and vibrant destination. Through collaborative efforts and a
shared vision, the region can establish itself as a modern, recognizable, and inclusive tourist
destination, bringing economic benefits while preserving its unique identity.

Developed by: Georgi Kunchev

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020
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Branding on tourism destinations — good practices

Destination branding is more than just creating a logo or a catchy slogan. It's about cultivating
a unique identity that resonates with visitors and distinguishes the region from others. Let's
explore some good practices in destination branding that can elevate the cross-border area into
a modern and recognizable tourist destination.

Authenticity is Key:

% Embrace and celebrate the genuine character of the region. Authenticity builds trust and
connection with visitors.

%+ Showcase local traditions, cultural nuances, and the warmth of the communities. This

creates a memorable and unique experience for tourists.

Identifying Unique Selling Propositions (USPs):

% Analyze the natural, historical, and cultural assets that set the cross-border area apart.
What makes it special? These become your USPs.

% Tailor your branding message to highlight these distinctive features, creating a
compelling narrative that attracts a specific target audience.

Consistent Visual Identity:

% Develop a cohesive visual identity, including a logo, color scheme, and imagery, that
reflects the essence of the region.

%+ Ensure consistency across all promotional materials, online platforms, and signage to
create a unified and easily recognizable brand.

Engaging Storytelling:

%+ Craft compelling stories about the destination's history, traditions, and the experiences
it offers. Storytelling creates an emotional connection.

¢+ Utilize various media, including social media, blogs, and video content, to share these
stories and engage with a wider audience.

Community Involvement:

% Involve local communities in the branding process. Their insights and perspectives
contribute to an authentic representation of the destination.

% Encourage local businesses to align with the brand and offer products or services that

complement the overall identity.

Sustainable Practices:

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020
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% Highlight the region's commitment to sustainable tourism practices. Responsible
tourism is an increasingly important factor in destination choice.

%+ Showcase eco-friendly initiatives, conservation efforts, and community-driven projects

that demonstrate a dedication to preserving the natural and cultural heritage.

Collaboration and Partnerships:

% Foster collaborations with neighboring destinations, businesses, and stakeholders. Joint
efforts can create a stronger regional brand.

%+ Explore partnerships with influencers, travel bloggers, and other opinion leaders who

can amplify the destination's reach.

The effective destination branding is a dynamic and ongoing process that requires collaboration,
creativity, and a deep understanding of the destination's unique characteristics. By
implementing these good practices, we can collectively contribute to the transformation of the
cross-border area between Greece and Bulgaria into a modern, recognizable, and sought-after
tourist destination.

Developed by: Miroslava Kostadinova

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020



1IHILCTTITICY
Greece-Bulgaria

European Regional Development Fund

Main obstacles for the development of sustainable tourism in the CB
area Bulgaria-Greece

As we embark on this transformative endeavor, it is imperative that we acknowledge and
address the main obstacles hindering the development of sustainable tourism in our cross-border
region. These challenges are not roadblocks but rather navigational points that require our
collective attention, creativity, and commitment.

Balancing Conservation and Visitor Experience:

One of the fundamental challenges we face is striking a delicate balance between conserving
our cultural and natural treasures and providing a meaningful experience for our visitors.
Preserving the authenticity of our destinations while accommodating the needs and expectations
of tourists is a delicate dance.

Infrastructure and Accessibility:

The success of sustainable tourism is intricately linked to the development of infrastructure and
accessibility. Insufficient transportation networks, inadequate facilities, and challenges in
connectivity can deter potential visitors and hinder the growth of tourism in our region.

Community Involvement and Empowerment:

Sustainable tourism is not solely a business endeavor; it is a communal effort. The active
involvement and empowerment of local communities are indispensable. Fostering a sense of
ownership and pride among residents is a challenge we must overcome to ensure that tourism
benefits the entire community.

Balancing Economic Growth and Environmental Preservation:

Striking a harmonious balance between economic growth generated by tourism and the
imperative to protect our natural environment poses a significant challenge. Identifying
sustainable practices that contribute positively to the local economy while minimizing
environmental impact requires careful consideration and innovative solutions.

Overcoming Perception Challenges:

In a rapidly changing world, perceptions matter. Overcoming preconceived notions or
misconceptions about our region, be they related to safety, amenities, or cultural offerings, is
an ongoing challenge. Clear and effective communication strategies are essential to reshape
perceptions and attract a diverse range of visitors.

Regulatory and Policy Alignment:

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020
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Navigating through a complex web of regulations and policies, both at the national and cross-
border levels, can be daunting. Harmonizing these frameworks to facilitate sustainable tourism
development requires collaboration, advocacy, and a shared vision among all stakeholders.

Climate Change and Resilience:

Our region, like many others, is not immune to the impacts of climate change. Building
resilience in the face of unpredictable weather patterns, natural disasters, and other climate-
related challenges is vital for the long-term sustainability of our tourism initiatives.

In conclusion, while these challenges may seem formidable, let us view them as opportunities
for growth, learning, and innovation. Our collective dedication to overcoming these obstacles
will define the success of our efforts in turning the cross-border area between Bulgaria and
Greece into a beacon of sustainable tourism.

Developed by: Yordanka Stamenova

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
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Tourist routes - integrated development of alternative forms of tourism
Understanding the Essence of Tourist Routes:

Tourist routes are not just paths on a map; they are narratives that guide travelers through a
tapestry of experiences, connecting cultural, historical, and natural landmarks in a seamless
journey. Today, let us explore how integrated development of alternative forms of tourism can
breathe life into these routes, offering visitors a multifaceted encounter with the rich tapestry
of our cross-border region.

Cultural Routes

Cultural immersion lies at the heart of tourism. Our region is steeped in history and cultural
diversity. By designing routes that weave through archaeological sites, museums, and local art
hubs, we can offer travelers an enriching cultural odyssey. Let's not just showcase history; let's
make it a living, breathing experience.

Eco-Tourism Trails

Our natural resources are treasures waiting to be discovered. Alternative forms of tourism, such
as eco-tourism, present an opportunity to explore the region's lush landscapes, picturesque
trails, and wildlife sanctuaries. Let's invite travelers to not only witness the beauty of our natural
surroundings but to actively participate in their preservation.

Culinary Journeys

The way to a traveler's heart is often through their stomach. Our region boasts a rich culinary
heritage. By integrating culinary experiences into our tourist routes, we can tantalize taste buds
with local flavors, traditional dishes, and interactions with passionate local chefs. This culinary
journey becomes a celebration of our culture on a plate.

Adventure Trails

For the more adventurous souls, we have a wealth of opportunities. Hiking, biking, and outdoor
adventures can be seamlessly integrated into our routes. Let's appeal to the thrill-seekers,
offering not only adrenaline-pumping activities but also a chance to explore the uncharted
beauty of our region.

Community Engagement Routes

Tourism is not just about places; it's about people. Develop routes that encourage interaction
with local communities. Let travelers immerse themselves in the daily lives of the residents,
fostering a sense of connection and cultural exchange.

Wellness and Spiritual Retreats

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020
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Our region has a serene and spiritual side waiting to be explored. Wellness retreats, yoga
sessions, and visits to tranquil spiritual sites can be seamlessly integrated into our routes,
offering visitors a holistic and rejuvenating experience.

The integrated development of alternative forms of tourism within our tourist routes is not a
deviation from the traditional; it is an evolution. It is an invitation for travelers to not just visit
but to engage, connect, and carry a piece of our cross-border region in their hearts. As we
collectively embark on this journey of exploration, let us craft routes that tell a story, leave a
lasting impression, and beckon visitors to return for new chapters.

Developed by: Georgi Kunchev

The project is co-financed by the European Union through the CBC Programme
INTERREG V-A Greece - Bulgaria 2014-2020
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